
SPCTLIGHT ON STONE COUNTY

Stone County student Ronda laboucbe and Friends of tbe
Library Sue Mason-Family Bonds Reading Program.
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Jrone Countu isfull of

TAmA
By Katbtyn Lewis

'J7hen 125+ thespians from MS Gulf Coasr Com-
munity College, Perkinston Campus get together to
celebrate 40 years of Perk Players touring companies,
musicals and theatre - there are plenty of memories,
lots of laughter and dr:rma... and a few tears. Each
year, the Perk Players Children's Tor-rring Company av-
erages 35 performances to thousands of
children in South MS. In addition to the
Children's Company the Players pres-
ent musicals, dramas, worksl-rops, and
performing and art sulrurer camps. The
reunion held during MGCCC's Home-
coming week-end Oct 15-16 attracted
Perk Players from across the USA - TX,
CA, NC, GA, FL and NY and included
professional actors, fi1m editors, college
professors, school teachers, judges and
doctors. From Oct-Dec the 2010 Perk
Players toured with their production of
Soutb MS, A-2. . . tl and-Me to more than
30 schools. The original script, based
on the book Tbe LongileaJ'and Me...
A-2, features Piney the Red Fox squir-
rel leading the audience dow-n a trail- to discover this
place w-e call "home". The performances also offered
lesson p1ans, books and professional development
opportunities for the schools and their teachers. The
children had the chance to perform with Tank the
armadillo and Buzzer the cicada; "I am a star" one
child proudly stated. On the afternoon of January 2)
the Perk Players and authors of the book will offer
the performance, a book signing and arts activities for
children in SoLlth MS.

Aboue Rigbt; Dr. Rebecca Jernigan, pro.fbssional
storyteller uisits Stone County for zuorksbops and
performance.
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Family Bonds Reading program, 1g volunteers frorn the
Friends organization celebrated
the Jumpstztfi Reading program_
Read Across America. Real snow
didn't fall in Stone Coi-rnry; how-
ever storytellers and children,s
imagination combined to ,,make

snow " in the classrooms of Stone
County through their participation
in Jumpstart... presentin g Ezra
Keas 7b e Snoult Dalt to more than
600 Stone County stuclents.

Sanctuaty celebrating South MS and its ecosysrems.
Stone county is ful of the wonderfur drama of rife and

its stories.

Aboue; Atlard \Vining Nature pbotograpber
St@ben Kirkpatrick signing bis neruest book ,,Sanctiaty,,

at Ouer tbe Top lce Cream Sbop in Wigqins

Left; Oracle Award ttinner Katbrvn Lewis
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